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We congratulate Mrs A May, Head of Tafelberg’s Therapy Department, on receiving 

her Masters Degree. 



Dear Parent 
 

Following on from last week, I would like to thank all those parents who send 
messages of thanks and support to their child’s teachers. You have no idea how much 
that means to a teacher who has to put on a cheery face and demeanour, yet is 
struggling through the day with a sometimes heavy burden – be it changes to the 
curriculum, introduction of new procedures, extra administrative duties, preparing for 
yet another round of assessments, or it may be some personal tragedy. We have a 
wonderful staff who are experienced, knowledgeable and caring. A staff who still look 
forward to coming to school, and don’t merely see it as a job. Looking back at the 
academic achievements of our matrics over the years, and the impact many of our 
learners make in their workplace, is proof that we have one of the best staff 
complements of any school. I know we have a great group of teachers and therapists 
that always give of their best. I know we are not perfect and we make mistakes, but we 
do not let mistakes define us – we learn from them. I am proud of our staff and am 
privileged to work with staff who are always willing to go the extra mile for our children. 
Thank you for supporting your teachers and therapists, it is much 
appreciated. Please read the open letter from a past matric 
learner, at the end of this Newsletter. 
 
NB INFORMATION 
 

1. NB dates 
 

17 Apr Parent-teacher meeting : Grades 7-9 from 6pm – 8pm in the school hall 
17-19 Apr Parent-teacher meeting : Grades 1-6 from 3pm – 6pm, by appointment 
24 Apr Parent-teacher meeting : Grades 10-12 from 6pm – 8pm in school hall 
10 May Ascension Day - School will close for the day 
01 June June examinations start  
22 June School closes for Term 2 
 
2. School fees 2018 
 

Tafelberg is a Section 21 fee-paying school, and the SA Schools Act thus places a 
duty on the SGB to collect such school fees from all parents as agreed upon at the 
parent AGM. The Budget and school fees for 2018 were voted on at the parent AGM 
on 8 November 2017. The Budget, school fee increase and certain policies (e.g. Code 
of Conduct, Uniform and appearance, Language, Religious, and Admission policies 
among others) were tabled and accepted by a majority vote of parents at the AGM. 
 

 

All enquiries regarding payment of school fees and exemptions must be directed to 
Mrs H Cupido only @ 021 558 2405 or hcupido@tafelbergschool.co.za. 
a) First Debit Order run : 1st working day of each month 
b) Fees over 11 months, starting January 2018, for 2018 school year 
c) Exemptions and non-payment of fees are dealt with as per legislation and school  
    policy. Documents must be fetched by the parent/guardian from Mrs Cupido and the Register signed. 
 

TIER FEE PER MONTH (11 months) FEE : ANNUAL AMOUNT 

1.  Grades 1 + 10 R1 700-00 R18 700-00 

2.  Grades 2,3,4,7,8,9,11 + 12 R1 565-00 R17 215-00 

3.  Grades 5 + 6 R1 415-00 R15 565-00 

mailto:hcupido@tafelbergschool.co.za


GENERAL NEWS 
 

1. PTA 
 

 Join the PTA and be part of a winning team which works for the 
benefit of ALL our children. Through their fundraising efforts not only 
are we been able to provide certain items for our children, but it also 
ensures that school fee increases are kept as low as possible. Contact 
Mrs L Archer at laverne@itec-cpt.co.za should you want to make a 

contribution to this wonderful team. Remember : swipe your MySchool and Makro 
card whenever possible, and you will be helping the PTA fundraising effort. If you do 
not have these cards, please apply for them asap and help your school. 
PTA projects for 2018 : 

 Magic and movie night in the club house for grade 1-6 (12th May) 

 Small change : ongoing – Term 1 to 3 

 Barnyard : 3rd Term 

 Big Walk : 4th Term 
 

2. Staff news 
 

Mrs A May graduated with a Master’s Degree (Cum Laude) at Pretoria University on 
13 April. She was awarded Top Student for 2017-2018 and thus also received 
Honorary Academic Colours from the University. Mrs May intends to complete her 
Doctoral degree in the near future. This once again proves the calibre of staff we have 
at our school. We are very proud of her and wish her all the best in her future studies. 
 

3. June examinations 
 

All Grades 4 -12 learners have been issued with a schedule of FATs due 
this Term. Please place the schedule in a prominent place in the home, 
and monitor the due dates. In next week the June Exam timetable and 
“What to Study” schedule will be issued to all Grade 4-12 learners. Audio 
core notes will be available from the 11th of May. Please monitor and 
assist your child to prepare properly for the upcoming examinations. 
 

4. School fees 
 

Please note that the closing day to apply for school fee exemptions for the 2018 school 
year, is 26 April 2018, by 2:30pm. Application forms must be fetched from Mrs Cupido, 
and the register signed. 
 

5. Reminders 
 

 Please return the completed Report Analysis forms by Friday 20 April. 

 Winter uniform must now be worn. Please ensure your child is correctly dressed 
before leaving for school in the mornings. 

 Hair hanging over the eyebrows, ears and or collar, MUST be tied back at ALL 
times. Failure to adhere to the rule will result in sanctions being applied. 

 Please DO NOT park in the road in the school grounds. Should you enter the 
school grounds with a vehicle, park in the designated parking area. Parking in 
the school grounds is at own risk. 

 Should you make use of a lift club / shuttle service for your child, please inform 
them of the requests regarding observation of traffic rules and treatment of our 
volunteers on duty outside the school.  

 

 



SPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NB:   

 A sport information leaflet was handed out to the learners. Please familiarize 
yourself with the content.  

 Action soccer program at break time starts on 23 April. 

 The proper school sport/PE uniform must be worn on sport/PE days and on 
Fridays for the Friday sport program 

 

THE LAW AND YOU 
 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LEARNERS 
 

4.6  School environment 
 
Learners have the right to a clean and safe environment … Security of property, 
well-cared for school facilities, … school furniture and equipment, clean toilets 
facilities …, absence of harassment in attending classes and writing tests …. 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN SCHOOLS ACT 84 OF 1996 
 

 

PREVIOUS QUIZ ANSWER : All three are deaf 
 

QUIZ QUESTION : How many times have Manchester City won the English Premier  

    League title? 
 

THOUGHT : It doesn’t matter whether the glass is half full or half empty … be grateful 

you have a glass, and there’s something in it - anon  

 

 
 
Mr L E Benecke  
Principal          

 

               ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERVE 

 
 
 

7’s Rugby Snr school Practice 19/04 

Soccer Girls Practice 19/04 

 U/19 Practice 19/04 

 U/16 Practice 19/04 

 U/14 Practice 19/04 

Netball Girls Practice  

Tag Rugby Juniors Practice will be ANNOUNCED 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                       
                                                                                                              
 
 

                                                                                               “It takes a village to raise a child” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter written by Alana Wilson 
 

Matric class of 2017. 
 
 

Tafelberg School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TO THE VILLAGE OF TAFELBERG 
 
 

They say it takes a village to raise a child, so said the African proverb which proves to 

be very true, as true as a river flowing down a hill in one direction and the water always 

flowing downwards. 

It is unto all of you that I owe utmost gratitude. I am the person I am because of the 

village. This village has each and every different personality, all of which played a vital 

role in educating me and shaping my life. 

This village is a union, a strong, a strong sense of unification that ruled all of the land 

with an iron fist. The village produced the sense of intelligence, the spirit of hard work 

and the presence of undying passion of what to do. 

Who, or what is this village that I write about? Well, it’s the village of Tafelberg … the 

village that made me who I am. 

I cannot thank you enough for your patience, your dignity, your force, and your 

precious and valuable teachings that will forever be the gold of my heart. 

We had many different villagers within the village, each one special in their own way 

and each one equally deserving of their very own gratitude and praise. 

At the centre of this village there lives a man, the one who is here first and leaves last, 

and who leads. The one who seems bland in personality but once you get to know him, 

he’s a world full of colour. Who is this man? He is Mr. Benecke, a patient and caring 

man with a nurturing attitude in life, a man who is always smiling and happy. Who is as 

calm as the Dead Sea on a hot day and who has a corny sense of humour.  It is 

because of you that I owe great gratitude for teaching me about this ever-changing 

world that is equally as volatile and savage, as it is majestic and beautiful. Thank you 

for giving me acknowledgement and caring for us equally, like we were one of your 

own. 

 

 



Then next door to him, we have Ace Ventura, the pet detective and animal advocate. 

The original inventor of animalism and environmentalism. Who is this person? Well, 

none other than Mrs Mester. Thank you ma’am for truly embodying the lyrics of one of 

the most beautiful songs ever written: “I see trees of green, red roses too … I see them 

blue, they remind me of you, and I think to myself, what a wonderful world.” Indeed you 

taught me this ma’am, we have a wonderful world that I hope with my entire heart will 

be appreciated by the many generations to come. I owe you great gratitude for being 

my bridge over troubled water, for teaching me valuable lessons about life because, 

yes, you have a doctorate in the University of Life. Thank you for teaching me that I 

shouldn’t have an ego, but be humble even in success. Thank you for teaching me 

never to be ashamed of who I am or where I come from. 

Next door to her, lives the BFG. The man that is too sexy for his hair, too sexy for his 

body and yes, has the world’s best six pack … even though it’s still in the freezer. Who 

is this man? Well none other than wonderful Mr. Chaston aka the human teddy bear. 

Thank you for teaching me that it’s ok to be the big kid, it’s ok to love Shrek and marvel 

superheroes. And yes it’s ok to love cartoons in a world where reality is sometimes so 

painful and so depressing. Being innocent doesn’t look so bad after all. Thank you sir 

for saving the day just like the marvel superheroes … fighting misbehaviour, giving 

detentions and enforcing the school law. Thank you for teaching me to appreciate the 

simple things in life, and thank you for the gardening techniques … they actually 

helped. Thank you for always reaching out and trying to help others. 

On the opposite side there lives the radical. The cool, on point man with a grumpy 

tongue but knows just how to have fun. Who is Mr. Fun? … well none other than Mr. 

Eloff. Yes sir, the world needs more people like you … more people with sarcasm and 

a razor sharp tongue. Sir, in a world full of Kardashians, I’ve learnt to be a Mr. Eloff. 

I’ve learnt to keep it real and stay true to myself despite what people may think or say. 

Thank you for teaching me to be NEAN – a perfect balance of “nice” and “mean”. Now 

I can tell ignorant people of their ignorant decisions because I care. Thank you for 

teaching me to care for my computer and how lost mankind would be without 

technology … that it is important, and does also have positive aspects. Thank you for 

organizing all our cool events. If ever you leave teaching, you must become an events 

organizer, you will be brilliant. Sir, I know some people say you are a hard man but 



actually you are not, you have a big heart and possess a gift that many do not have … 

honesty. 

Towards the edge of the village we have the sunny, pretty blonde that runs in fields 

and loves yoga. Yes Miss van der Merwe, I may not have known you for long but 

you’re one of the sweetest people I’ve ever met. You have a great heart and it’s big 

enough for the entire world. I thank you for always being warm and open, so friendly 

and always giving hugs big enough to comfort the whole world. I love your energy and 

will to teach. We were blessed to have you. 

Then next door to her, we have the musical songstress. The humble blonde beauty 

who hails from the beautiful wine valley of Franschoek. Mrs Woods, you truly are a 

woman of a lifetime. You have a heart filled with love, you always go the extra mile. 

Thank you for teaching me that one is only beautiful when your heart is beautiful. 

Thank you for always being so loving, caring and kind. Thank you for allowing me to 

sharpen my skills, for helping me to arouse wonder, to love like no one has hurt me. I 

love you and I thank you for your help and care. May you be blessed always. I will miss 

Glee club. 

Next to her we have the proudly acclaimed vegetarian, environmental lover and animal 

rights activist … Ms Pienaar. I love your soft nature. I love that you believe in us when 

all else fails. I love that you stand firm and stick to your beliefs even when judged. You 

are an extraordinary human being. I love your humour and that you are not scared of 

anything. 

Opposite, we have superwoman … the wonderful Mrs Helm. Ma’am you have always 

fascinated me. It’s because of you that I believe that cancer will be cured. You conquer 

all because you are strong and you stand your ground … and remain calm. How you 

do that is a mystery to me. You went to hell and back but still you loved 

unconditionally. I will miss you and I hope it goes well at Tygerberg Hospital School … 

they deserve someone as good as you are. To a great “mother” and disciplinarian … 

bless your soul. 

 

 



Beside her, you have the theatrical empress – the actress of a lifetime … the lady who 

puts all drama queens to shame. She is so good at English she makes Shakespeare 

jealous. She is so good at drama that even Evita despises her. Who is this empress? 

Well none other than the fabulous at 50, the beautiful Lady Millard. Ma’am, thank you 

for the pointers, the humour and stories. Thank you for being the lady amongst the 

ladies. You are a comical character and I thoroughly enjoyed your dramatic flair and 

love for the wonderful English language. Thank you for teaching that you should not do 

something unless you are completely willing to give it your all. I wish you could have 

better health, as the school does benefit from someone like you. 

Then you have the wonderful Mevrou Marx, the Afrikaans linguist. I love your humour 

and your willingness to teach your heart out … a heart of gold and filled with love. 

Thank you for making me learn this beautiful language and that it links all the 

wonderful cultures of this land together. Thank you for always caring and going the 

extra mile. 

Opposite, on the far side of the village lives the all-knowing and wise man of the history 

department. He has wisdom beyond his years and a wicked sense of humour. And 

yes, Biko may have written what he likes but this person says what he likes. He is the 

one and only Mr. Romanes. I humbly thank you sir, for your honesty. It was brutal at 

times but it was only to build us up in the long run. Every lesson wasn’t a lesson if 

there wasn’t an important life lesson attached. Thank you for making history as 

colourful as the aurora, and as dashing as a waterfall. I thank you for teaching us not 

to let racial ignorance rule us, nor to be ignorant citizens. Thank you for teaching me 

that every story has 3 sides. I know so much because of you, the guru. It is because of 

you that I see this world is in dire need of Ghandi’s, Martin Luther King Jnrs, Mandelas 

and Condalesa Rice’s. Why human kind still chooses Hitler’s, Stalin’s, Mao’s I will 

never understand. I do know that because of you I will always strive to be a Ghandi, a 

Condalesa Rice, a Martin Luther King Jnr, a Dalai Lama. Because of you I will respect 

nature, because in many ways nature rules us.  

 

 



Next door lives his best friend, another guru … a Newton and Einstein. A cool 

cucumber and sport mad, happy man. Yes, Mr. Abrahams, I’m talking about you. 

Thank you for always being a gentleman, for always being supercool. You taught me 

how to take things in my stride and relax. Life is too short to stress. You truly are a 

scientist in your own way. Thank you for the humour, it helped in the darkest of days. 

Thank you for always being a ray of sunshine. 

Then we had Mr. “Messi Picasso” Davids. “Messi” because you love football and 

“Picasso” because of the weird way in which you expressed your love and affection for 

the fine arts. 

I will miss your lessons. Thank you for the educational outings – they were amazing 

and thought provoking. I thoroughly enjoyed them all. 

The best for last. In the last two houses we have the glue and fastener that leaves no 

loose ends. Yes, these two amazing people know who they are. 

Mrs Tolken, thank you for always being humble, for always caring, for always having a 

loving heart. Ma’am, you surrender yourself for others more than you should. You care 

immensely for all around you. Thank you for teaching me that love knows no limits and 

that every day you distribute that love, and expect nothing in return. Ma’am you 

someone who has an exuberant personality, and you are like fireworks at a New 

Year’s display. Thank you for teaching me to be the best me I possibly can be. Ma’am I 

love that you care for everyone around you. You are a true example of how good 

people should be like. Thank you for always showering us in your love, and always 

going out of your way to help us and making our matric year more interesting. Once 

again, thank you for the matric dance … it was the most beautiful matric dance ever.  

Thank you for always going out of your way to help others. I know there were days 

when you put in a thousand percent but got nothing back, and I got mad when some 

did not appreciate  your efforts - you did it all for us! I am eternally grateful to have met 

you. Bless you always, wonderful woman. 

 

 

 



Then we have the always smiling, ever positive Mr. Chikohomero. Thank you for 

always being the sunshine and sunset of my day. Thank you for always being so 

caring and always being so kind. Thank you for always going the extra mile for us and 

making sure our needs were met. Thank you for teaching me that no matter what life 

throws at you, you must always take it with a smile. Thank you for teaching me to 

always be on time and prepared. 

To the support staff … 

 

Mama Blossom, mama Regina, aunty Annie, aunty Lala, uncle Solly, baba Patrick, 

uncle Mark, aunty Patricia, uncle Anthony and Mr la Cock – thank you for always 

keeping our school spotless. Thank you for ensuring all is in working at our events and 

keeping our grounds clean. I know that money can never repay the wonderful work 

that you do for the school. You are all amazing people and I took great pleasure in 

greeting all of you in the corridors. I will miss all of you, and may God bless you 

forever. I am richer having known people as happy as you. 

The secretary, Mrs Snyman, thank you for always being so helpful, so caring and kind. 

Thank you for always being there. Bless you. 

Mrs Snyman, in the Document Centre. Thank you for the greetings, for the help and for 

caring about us and our school work. Thank you for having such a big, warm heart. 

Mrs de Villiers (van Diemen) … thank you for sass. Thank you for the love. You truly 

are a woman sent from above. God bless you always. 

To all who played a role in the village that is Tafelberg, I thank you for making me who 

I am. Without you, where would I be? 

 

17 January 2018. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENTER TO LEARN, 
                    LEAVE TO SERVE 
 


