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“Teaching is nurturing the seeds
of today so they
can bloom into
the flowers of
tomorrow. Each
one of them is a
little blessing. “
- Wafee-qah Adonis
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A new addition to the team
Ingrid Mester eagerly joined our team this year. She teaches EMS to
Grades 8 and 9, and Business Studies to Grades 10 to 12. Ingrid has
been part of the Tafelberg family since 1995 and her por%olios include
the high school medica&on and feeding scheme. She is passionate
about Business Studies, enjoys interac&ng with the learners and loves
animals. Ingrid is married and her family lives in Amsterdam, the Netherlands – her son is a Graphic Designer. She currently looks a/er her
mother, who resides with her.

New to the RC team at Bosmansdam Primary School
Bosmansdam Primary School has two new
members, who are serving on the Resource
Centre commi3ee at the school. The role of
these members is to represent Bosmansdam
Primary School when planning workshops,
events and projects with Tafelberg School.

teaching experience and her passion is working
with learners, who experience behavioural
diﬃcul&es. She enjoys spending &me in nature,
which gives her food for her soul.

Wafee-qah Adonis is a Grade R educator,
who has been teaching at the school for 6
years. She loves socialising and learning
something new everyday. Her greatest reward is making a change, even in a small
way, in her learners’ lives.
Heidi Kemp has been part of the Bosmansdam Primary School family for 22 years and
teaches Grade 6 learners. She has 33 years of

Editors:
C. Shankland
W. de Kock

J U N E

W. Adonis

A sad goodbye...
It is with mixed feelings of sadness and excitement that we say goodbye
to Joleen de Villiers. She has been part of the Resource Centre team
since its launch in 2013. Her crea&vity and good work ethic has been
inspira&onal.
Joleen, her husband and young son are moving to the Netherlands. We
wish her and her family all the best for this new and exci&ng adventure.

H. Kemp
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Workshops - Changing focus
For 2017, the Resource Centre team
decided to shi/ the focus of workshops
at Tafelberg School from suppor&ng
educators, to assis&ng and empowering
parents.

Physiotherapist , René
Jonkers, explaining
good siLng posture.

Founda&on Phase
Parents a3ended a workshop on assessment techniques used in the classroom. This workshop took place on
Saturday, 14 January 2017. Tana van
Rooyen, Rosanne Neethling, Samantha
Hiles, Chrisleen Rankin, Shannon Wilson
and Kerri-Lyn Oosterberg conducted
the presenta&on.
Parents le/ with some useful &ps and
strategies to use during homework
&me.

Therapy Department
The therapists (René Jonkers, Kaydee
Nell, Warda de Kock and Dione3e
Kotze)
presented
their
annual
“Becoming a Thera-parent” workshop,
which equipped parents to provide
therapeu&c support to their children at
home. Each parent received a DVD and
booklet. The workshop was held on 4
February 2017.
Intermediate Phase
A workshop was presented on 11 February 2017, which provided parents with a
study guide to assist their children with
learning Afrikaans. Claire McGee, Lorraine Gordon, Estelle Joemat and Cheryl
Mar&n hosted the event.

“ The tips and
tools have been
excellent and
hopefully will
help with trying
to assist my son.”
Parents learning about
“brain breaks” to use
during homework &me.

-Parent attending
IP workshop

Computer smart
One of Tafelberg School’s educators, Chris Eloﬀ, has been training the Tafelberg staﬀ to
reﬁne their computer skills. During these training sessions, he uses diﬀerent programmes
and features to assist with teaching, seLng test and exam papers, and other administra&ve du&es. The training programme is divided into Junior and Senior school lessons to ensure that the informa&on and techniques are relevant.
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What’s happening at Bosmansdam Primary School?
Hearing screening
The Grade R and new Grade 1 learners at Bosmansdam Primary School had their hearing screened.
Pushpa Pillay and Warda de Kock (Speech-Language Therapists) assessed the learners on Thursday
mornings between 2 February and 2 March 2017. Over 100 hearing screenings were conducted.
Chanelle Shankland (Occupa&onal Therapist) assisted with the administra&ve du&es (e.g. le3ers to
parents and referrals to other professionals). The parents of these learners received a pamphlet to
inform them of the screening tests and to provide useful &ps on how to clean their children’s ears.

Grade R & 1 therapy sessions
Integrated therapy sessions
have con&nued at Bosmansdam Primary School. This year,
Chanelle Shankland and Warda
de Kock are visi&ng the Grade
R and Grade 1 classes.
Educators iden&ﬁed speciﬁc
learners from each grade, who
experience barriers to learning.
Checklists were completed by
the educators to provide more
informa&on on these areas of
diﬃculty.

Fine motor skills, visual percep&on, language development,
auditory processing and social
skills are targeted during the
weekly sessions. The therapists
incorporate songs, movement
and visual support tools to
encourage par&cipa&on and
enhance the learning experience.
Integrated therapy sessions
will con&nue un&l the end of
the year.

Listening Larry
During our integrated therapy sessions, a new and friendly character was introduced. Listening
Larry travelled with the therapists to Bosmansdam Primary School. At each session, Larry reminded the learners how to listen with their whole bodies. They had fun learning to listen with
their ears, eyes, mouth, hands, feet, body, brain and heart! Learners found it easier to understand what was expected of them and began to prac&ce good listening skills with their body
parts. Larry observed the learners during lessons and
awarded the best listener with a “Good Listener’s Badge”.
He also provided s&ckers to the rest of the group for trying their best. The learners
have responded well to Larry, who will con&nue to teach them how to be a more
eﬀec&ve listener.
“Whole Body Listening Larry” was created by Kristen Wilson, an American speechlanguage therapist. The abstract concept of listening is broken down into concrete
parts and ac&ons. For more informa&on, please visit: www.socialthinking.com.

Grade R kit boxes
As with the Grade 1 classes last year, kit boxes were created for the Grade R educators. These educators received a &p,
strategy or idea, which they could implement when presen&ng instruc&on to the whole class. The strategies o/en make
use of mul&-sensory modali&es to ensure that all the senses are included when learning new skills in the classroom.
Learners are provided with the necessary support during these enrichment lessons.
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Getting involved with TAAC
This year, Tafelberg School created the Tafelberg School Alterna&ve Assessment
Commi3ee (TAAC). This commi3ee consists of staﬀ members at the school, who
meet to discuss learners in need of alterna&ve assessment and how to best support them. The Resource Centre forms part of this commi3ee to assist with
providing staﬀ training and crea&ng resources (e.g. scribing guidelines) for the
TAAC.

Resource Centre banners
Come visit our school to see the new Tafelberg School and Resource Centre banners.

Facebook
Become a friend of The Tafelberg
School Resource Centre. This is a
way to stay updated with workshops and projects happening in
the Resource Centre.
If you have any ques%ons or would
like some informa%on, you are welcome to message us on Facebook.

