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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION TEAM
The Tafelberg Inclusive Education Team was established this year. The team consists
of three professionals, including Elsabé Kidd (Psychologist), Marené van Loggerenberg (Speech and Language Therapist) and Kate Platt (Occupational Therapist). The
purpose of the team is to assess and support learners in mainstream schools, who are
currently on the Tafelberg School waiting list.
A special event was held in February 2018, at the Tafelberg School Clubhouse, to
introduce the new Inclusive Education team to principals and school-based support
team members of schools with learners on the Tafelberg waiting list, as well as to
members of Metropole North Education District.
The following schools were identified as having the greatest number of learners on
the waiting list and were thus attended to first: Blouberg Ridge Primary, Wolraad
Woltemade Primary, Milnerton Primary, Tableview Primary, Panorama Primary and
Woodbridge Primary. These schools were visited once every two weeks, to administer assessments and provide support to learners and educators.
While providing support to educators and staff at the targeted schools, a significant
need for training in various areas was identified. This need was communicated to the
Tafelberg School Resource Centre team. These schools were then added to the mailing list to receive updates about upcoming training opportunities.
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WORKSHOPS AT TAFELBERG SCHOOL
A variety of workshops were presented by Tafelberg School staff. Parents, educators and therapists in Metropole North Education District were invited to attend.

BECOMING A
THERA-PARENT
Parents from Tafelberg School and Wolraad
Woltemade Primary School attended the
“Becoming a Thera-parent” workshop on 24
January 2018. Parents received useful exercises and strategies to support their child
during homework time. Occupational Therapists, Speech-Language Therapists, Psychologists and a Physiotherapist presented the
workshop at the school’s clubhouse. Parents
also received a free Thera-parent DVD and
book, which they could use at home.

SENSORY SNACKS IN THE
CLASSROOM
On 20 February 2018, the Occupational Therapists from Tafelberg School presented a
“Sensory Snacks” workshop at Wolraad
Woltemade Primary School. Educators received information on how to use different
sensory strategies to support learners’ concentration in the classroom. Practical ideas
were demonstrated during the presentation.

THERAPY IN-SERVICE TRAINING
Therapists from Metropole North Education District were invited to attend two in-service training sessions at Tafelberg School.
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•
•

Positive Behaviour for Learning in the Primary School (16 April 2018)
Written Language: A Transdisciplinary Approach (14 May 2018)

HOLISTIC INTERVENTION IN THE CLASSROOM
On the 8th of May 2018, Tafelberg School educators presented on the topic “Holistic Intervention in the
Classroom”. Three separate presentations were hosted on the same day to ensure that information was
relevant to the specific phases. Prior to the workshops, the educators received case studies from one of
our neighbouring schools and conducted observations of the learners’ behaviour in the classrooms.

“ The case studies helped because we are challenged with the same
type of kids. ”
- feedback from educator attending the Holistic Intervention workshop

The Foundation Phase workshop was presented by Mrs Hiles.
Before the workshop, the educators engaged in case discussions
and were able to formulate intervention strategies and generate
behaviour modification ideas to assist the learners and educators.
Although this workshop was aimed to equip Foundation Phase
educators, many learning support educators from the Intermediate Phase were also present and found that many of the ideas
could be useful in their phase as well.

More than 60 educators attended the Intermediate Phase workshop which was presented by Mrs McGee.
The educators were introduced to key strategies that can be used
with learners, who struggle with concentration in the classroom. These strategies included modification of seating, the use
of therapeutic equipment (e.g. move ‘n sit cushion), adapting
classroom furniture and implementing brain breaks and movement activities. Specific strategies for general discipline during
transitions, impulse control, aggressive behaviour and off-task
behaviour were discussed. The importance of analysing and encouraging learner participation in the classroom was highlighted.
Comprehensive feedback, on three case studies of learners in a
local school, was also provided.

Mr Eloff and Miss Pienaar presented a workshop to Grade 7 educators. The workshop was aimed at empowering educators with
strategies to apply in their classrooms. The main focus was on
using technology in the classroom as a means of assessment and
teaching. A discussion, on how technology can assist with holistic
teaching and inclusive education, was also held.
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Find us on the internet
Remember to visit our Facebook page (Tafelberg School
Resource Centre).
Make sure to have a look at the Resource Centre section
on the Tafelberg School website, where you can find
previous newsletters as well as some useful tips and
ideas.

4

