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Dear parent / guardian
We, the staff and SGB, hope you and your families are all well. You and
your children are important to us.
As stated in the last Newsletter, these are extra-ordinary times, and as
such require extra-ordinary responses. What is most needed now is that we
look after our health and mental well-being. People are at the centre of this
crisis – the victims and the victors. Many have become ill and some, sadly,
have passed on but there is hope and we see it every day in the work our
heroes in essential services (nurses, medics, doctors, farmers, truck drivers
etc) are performing. Covid-19 has impacted, and will still impact, society
and economies for a long time. However, we must be positive and caring,
and sell hope.

I would like to concentrate, for now, on what happens to our children’s
education. We will continue to ensure that every child, in every classroom
at Tafelberg will continue to get a quality education. I have faith in our
teachers, therapists, admin and support staff to continue to provide a safe,
enabling environment in which all our children can learn. I thank them for
what they have done so far, and for the massive effort they will put in, in the
coming months. I am proud of our staff.
There are many rumours and comments on what is happening, and what is
supposedly going to happen once schools re-open. Many of the
comments/plans being put out are merely speculation at this stage. The
DBE and WCED are formulating really good plans under the
circumstances, however, not all stakeholders have been asked for

comment on all aspects yet. Therefore, I will not feed the rumour mill. I will
wait until we have the “facts”, and all the appropriate stakeholders have
agreed on the plan, before I put out any official statements. I do believe,
you as parents, will appreciate this. This is a time for calm, rational and
deliberate actions, not panic and confusion which will only cause more
stress in families and in our learners (especially the matrics)
We are also making the appropriate plans for the time schools are allowed
to re-open, and will communicate these once there is certainty around the
opening date.
For now, I would like to engage with possible issues that you as parents
may have at this stage:
1. Work at home / e-learning:
 Firstly, please be assured that we do not expect you to replace the
teacher. You need merely to facilitate this work set to be done at
home. We will review the work done once back at school. Therefore,
it is important that the learners are self-disciplined and do the work to
the best of their ability. Thank you for all your efforts at assisting your
child at home.
 We know that not all families have connectivity, devices, printers etc
and that sometimes there are technical problems. Therefore, we have
not overburdened learners, nor issued “hi-tech” programs / tasks for
them to do. Learners must keep consulting their grade folders on the
website for work. We will not leave any child “behind” because they
did not have access to our website.
 This is not the ideal situation, and it is apparent all across the world
that there are major drawbacks with regard to the e-learning/home
school systems we all are implementing in an attempt to ensure
learning continues. There is a massive amount of on-line work etc
coming through to parents and learners from multiple sources (and
people comparing schools etc), but please do not try to force all this
on your child. Every school is different and one size fits all, will not
work. Do not get into ‘on-line’ overload … the outcome is a stressed
child – not what we want.
 Please remember, the child’s well-being at this time is important.
They must do some work, but they also need downtime and family
time to keep them positive. When schools re-open, it will be a little

crazy, so they need to be rested and mentally strong. No learning will
happen if they return to school scared and stressed.
 Should they have “no” work, PLEASE get them to READ every day.
Reading a book, newspaper, magazine, recipe book etc will help
improve reading, learning vocabularly and comprehension. All these
skills are needed when writing exams – if you cannot read the
question with understanding, you will not perform well in the exam.
2. Curriculum “catch-up”:
 We will be informed of the DBEs catch-up plan once it has been
approved by all relevant stakeholders.
 Once the Dept. of Health have approved lockdown can be lifted for
schools, we will return and put the plans into action. This may include
a longer school day, trimmed curriculum and re-arranged school
terms and holidays. We are preparing our plans in line with national
policy, and will inform parents once we are sure of the facts.
3. Assessments:
 Exams and tests will be set in some format or other, at a time
determined by DBE. We await DBEs instructions in this regard.
 In the interim, we will ensure our children are properly prepared for
any and all assessments which will be required.
 The matrics may be particularly stressed, but if they do the work set
during this time and return rested, relaxed and self-disciplined I have
no doubt we will have them prepared to face their finals with
confidence.
4. Safety:
 We will put in place all safety measures prescribed by the
DBE/WCED once we are allowed back at school. We are also looking
at a plan of our own to deal with learners and staff returning to
school.
5. Finances:
 The SGB has taken note of these are tough economic times, and
wish to thank all those parents who meet their financial commitment
to their child’s education, and continue to pay their school fees. We
are truly grateful. The SGB could not have anticipated Covid-19 when

drawing up their budget last year. However, they will re-focus the
budget and prioritize spending accordingly.
 The DBE has stated that all parents at fee-paying schools must
continue paying fees, since schools have costs to cover. We have
photocopy contracts, electricity, water etc to pay. Furthermore, we
also need to pay teachers, admin and support staff paid by the SGB.
If we can no longer employ these people (members of our Tafelberg
family) the quality of education and the school environment will
definitely suffer – not what we want for our school and its magnificent
record.
 We know some parents may be struggling financially at present, and
we ask that they contact the school (Mrs M Vicentini) when we are
allowed back to school. All requests for remission will be dealt with in
confidence, and according to WCED regulations and procedures. We
will assist where we possibly can. We are a family, and our motto is
“Nothing is too Difficult.”
6. Psychological assistance:
 Reminder that should you or your child need some counselling or
psychological assistance, please make contact with our psychologists
and counsellor. Therapists can also be contacted – contact details
are on our website : Academic / Tafelberg at home.
In closing, please let us focus on the well-being of our children. Keep them
focused, active, safe and reading… and the covering of the curriculum will
take care of itself. Use this time connect and ensure your child feels safe
and loved, and that things are under control.
Thank you for being there for your children and for supporting your school.
God bless.
“Crisis either causes regress or progress depending on the will of the
people.” ― Abhijit Naskar
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