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28 APRIL 2020 – 2nd  TERM – NUMBER 2 

Every dark cloud has a silver lining 



Dear parent / guardian 
 
Wishing you and your loved ones health and happiness. The virus and 
accompanying lockdown are taking its toll on the economy and family life. 
There is so much uncertainty and stress, but we must all remember what 
the President stated: that this pandemic too, will pass – every dark cloud 
has a silver lining. Let’s be thankful for this time and use it to reconnect with 
family, or a hobby, or learn a new skill, or to get back in the habit of 
reading. Let all of us exhibit one of our important core values during these 
difficult times, that of CARE. To our Tafelberg Muslim family, Ramadaan 
Mubarak. 
 
1. Staff news 
 

 Congratulations to Mrs B Woods (Senior Phase Gr7-9) and  
Mr W Abrahams (Sport and Safety) who have finally been appointed 
as permanent Departmental Heads. 

 Congratulations to Mrs M van Loggerenberg and her husband, who 
will be expecting their second bundle of joy later this year. 

 Mr E Duvenhage is appointed as the Business Studies / EMS teacher 
in place of Mrs I Mester who retired at the end of the first term. We 
welcome him into our family and look forward to his contribution to 
our wonderful school. We bid Mrs Mester a fond farewell and thank 
her for her years of loyal service to our children and school. She will 
be sorely missed and I am sure that she will be “popping” in often. 

 
2. Re-opening of schools 
 

 There is still no word on when and how lockdown for schools will be 
lifted. I believe that the DBE/WCED are hard at work putting together 
the best possible plan for the re-opening of schools. It is a complex 
and fluid situation at the moment, therefore, we need to give them 
time to ensure the plan can be implemented and will work as best as 
possible.  

 Please be patient. I understand parents want to know when schools 
will re-open, what will happen to missed school time, what happens to 
exams, and who will look after their children when they go back to 
work. Feeding the rumour mill, getting angry or anxious is not going 
to help the situation, and your children will be affected by your 



actions. We must ensure our children (especially the matrics) do not 
become any more stressed or fearful than they are. Please look after 
the mental well-being of your children. 

 
3. Work at home / e-learning 
                                                                                                                                                                          

 A sincere thank you to all the parents assisting their children with the 
work being sent home. I would also like to thank the teachers for their 
efforts at “long-distance” teaching and learning. Together we will 
succeed. 

 Please be reminded that we will not be overburdening our learners 
with work, nor will we expect them to print out reams of work etc. We 
understand that some households do not have printers, and adequate 
connectivity – this is a world-wide problem. Our intervention is thus a 
little “low-tech” for that reason. Furthermore, we know that we will 
have to “re-do” much of the work because the majority of learners in 
SA do not have access to internet, devices etc. – and they cannot be 
left behind. 

 Ensure your child is doing the work sent by teachers, and check the 
website for new work. However, if they have difficulty, contact the 
teachers concerned – all teachers’ contact details are in the folders 
on our ‘Tafelberg at home’ platform. Furthermore, encourage them to 
do their best … that is all we can ask for. Remind them of our Change 
Mindset program – they need to try, even if they get it wrong. It is the 
trying and learning from mistakes that teach the most valuable 
lessons.  

 They must be reminded that we will be here for them when they get 
back. There is nothing to fear or be stressed about. Once back, 
together, we will manage the work. I do need to say, that I will expect 
our learners to really take to heart our other core value – 
responsibility. Teachers will do all they possibly can, but should the 
learners not accept responsibility for their learning, it is going to be a 
long, hard journey. We will not have much time, from when schools 
re-open, to the end-of year – each minute will count, and we require 
each learner to make each minute count. So, when we enter the 
classrooms, we enter to teach and learn …nothing more, nothing 
less. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                         
 



4. Planning 
 

 The SMT is busy looking at many scenarios and drafting appropriate 
plans for when the school re-opens.  

 These plans include timetable changes, changing school day – 
extending the school day (and all the ramifications that has on 
learners, teachers, transport etc), sport, curriculum delivery etc. 
Furthermore, we, together with the SGB FinCom, are putting in place 
the appropriate safety measures to protect learners, staff and visitors 
to the school. 

 I am proud of the solutions being put forward to resolve some 
complex issues. No plan is full-proof, but I have no doubt that we will 
have the best plans possible within the context we find ourselves.  

 We will make appropriate details available as and when we have 
more clarity around the when and how schools will be re-opened. 
Thank you for your understanding. 

 
5. Finances 
 

 We are very privileged to have a SGB such as ours. I can assure 
parents that the SGB has taken the stance that they will ensure that 
the high quality of education we have provided to all our learners, will 
continue. As such the FinCom will look at re-adjusting the budget to 
this end – priority being given to education needs. Big projects we 
were hoping to start this year will thus be put on hold, and we may 
look at cutting back on certain areas such as sport, outings, fuel for 
vehicles, recruitment etc. 

 As the SGB reconfigure the budget, they ask that parents continue to 
pay their school fees (as was stated by Minister A Motshekga ). The 
SGB, besides having to re-adjust the budget, must also consider the 
loss of income the PTA would have received for hiring of the hall and 
clubhouse during lockdown. We are grateful to all those parents 
meeting their financial obligation in these difficult economic times – 
thank you! 

 Parents experiencing financial difficulty, are reminded to contact   
Mrs M Vicentini immediately, once schools re-open. All requests for 
remission will be dealt via her office. 

 



Once again, I request that we focus on the well-being of our children. Keep 
them focused, active, safe and READING … free from rumours and 
anxiety. It is of the utmost importance that at this time, your child feels safe 
and loved, and that they know that you and their teachers have things 
under control.  
 
Thank you for being there for your children and for supporting your school. 
 
Keep safe, stay healthy. God bless. 
 
“Don't lose hope. When the sun goes down, the stars come out” - anon 
 
 
 
 
Mr L E Benecke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rebus puzzles : know the answers?? 
 

 
 

ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERVE 


