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“Buddy Day” : Grade 12 learners reading to the new Grade 1’s

Dear parent / guardian
Hope you are enjoying the slight relaxation of the rules, which allows us to
walk our dogs and to get some outdoor exercise! Please remember to wear
your mask. The resumption of schooling amid the Covid-19 crisis, is never
going to be an easy exercise. However, government has to take some
tough decisions with regard to the education sector. The major concern is
the balancing of the safety of learners and teachers with the need to
resume the education of our children in some format or other. There is
never going to be a “perfect” time to re-open schools, and when we reopen, chasing to finish a curriculum in the time that remains, is unwise. We
should start slowly, with a period of orientation to ensure our learners and
teachers are mentally “healthy” so that quality teaching and learning can
once again occur at our schools. The matrics will pose the greatest
challenge, as we work towards preparing them properly for their finals.
1. Regarding briefing by Minister A Motshekga (DBE), the following should
be noted:
A) A proposal was made to start a phased re-opening of schools. However,
this must still be approved by Cabinet, and because of the fluidity of the
situation, things can change at any time, and so we must be as agile as
possible to navigate sudden changes. Furthermore, the dates may be
pushed back should schools not have received the PPEs and or not met
the basic safety standards announced by the Minister.
B) As it stands at the moment, we will prepare to open as announced,
should circumstances permit :
 11 May - SMT and general assistants return to plan and
prepare for re-opening
 18 May - all educator staff, therapy department, class
assistants and administrative personnel will return
 1 June - only Grade 12 and 7 learners to return on (should all
the necessary measures be in place)
 Phasing in of other grades will only proceed if the criteria is met
C) Please, we ask parents to be patient with requests etc as we are going
to prioritize preparing the school to receive the Grade 12 and 7 learners.
Much of our time will be taken up with training and implementing safety
measures etc. Human resources are going to be stretched at this time.

D) Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) – we await the delivery of these
items by the WCED, and hopefully it will arrive before 18 June. Besides
the PPEs and sanitizers from the WCED, the SGB also have plans to
ensure we have the appropriate equipment before teaching and learning
commences in June.
2. Post 1 June school environment
 Teaching and learning, and the 2020 academic year, have been
fundamentally affected, and it will not be a “back to business as
usual” scenario.
 We (school staff, parents and learners) are now going to have to work
as a team more than ever before. I, therefore, ask parents to assist
us with ensuring school is a safe environment for learners and staff.
Please talk to your child, should he/she be in Grade 12 or 7, and
explain the present state of emergency measures which are in force.
Furthermore, insist they comply with all school regulations and the
new protocols the school imposes on those returning. We will not
allow anti-social behaviour and flouting of the school’s safety
measures and protocols, thereby putting others at risk. In addition, we
have no time to waste by following up on learners who simply will not
listen nor follow instructions – our focus must be to get everyone to
the level of readiness that will enable us to provide quality teaching
and learning. Those that endanger the safety and health of others,
will be sent home, where we expect the parents/guardians to
intervene and remediate the child’s behaviour, before they return to
school. I believe we have the support of ALL parents and learners in
this matter.
 Please ensure that your child has all his/her books, stationery etc
when they return to school, as no lending or borrowing will be
permitted. Furthermore, impress on your child the importance of
taking responsibility, paying attention in class, doing homework and
not disrupting classes. When they enter the school gate, they must be
ready to learn … fooling around remains outside the gate.
 We will supply each learner and parent with the new protocols before
school re-opens.

3. Work at home / e-learning
 To the learners, we know it is difficult at times, but please continue
with the work as best you can. You will have access to your teachers
in the classroom in the near future. Remember our T2P program
(Change mindset) – it is okay to struggle or get things wrong at times
because it is those times that teach us valuable lessons. To the
moms and dads, thank you for facilitating the work at home, it is
appreciated.

4. General
 Once the SMT is back at school, and have finalized our plans with
regard to curriculum recovery etc, we will inform all parents and
learners of the changes to be implemented as from 1 June.
 Please ensure your child’s winter uniform is ready, and that they wear
it properly on their return to school. Please check your son (matric)
has shaved before leaving the house on the first day.
5. Finances
 Thank you to those parents who continue paying their school fees in
these trying times – we all appreciate your commitment to your
school.
 The SGB FinCom had a virtual meeting on Monday :
- 3 financial scenarios were presented and discussed
- The SGB will honour all their contracts with their employees
- The budget was adjusted to indentify areas of savings
- All capital projects have been put on hold for 2020
- Funding for PPEs / safety was allocated

 Although the budget is going to be tight from now until the end of
year, I can assure parents that our school is in very capable hands.
The SGB and FinCom grasp the present situation but also
understand the complexity of the unknown facing all schools
financially. Further, they will ensure that we continue to provide the
best possible education to all of our learners.
Please, keep your child in a positive frame of mind – get them to do some
work, do some exercise, get enough sleep, eat properly and READ.
Parents with children returning on 1 June (should everything go according
to plan), please start preparing them for school – ensure they are not
fearful or anxious, and are in a state to resume school work when they
return. Please contact the Psychology Department should you or your child
need help.
Thank you for being there for your children and for supporting your school.
Keep safe, stay healthy. God bless.
“Things are fluid in this world, and if you don’t remain fluid, you get lost …” T Kweli.

Mr L E Benecke
Last week’s puzzles : 1) purple haze

2) back to square one

How many square do you see?

ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERVE

