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Dear parent / guardian
When will schools re-open? … this is the “million dollar” question. As stated
before, this pandemic has forced us into unchartered territory – especially
in the field of education. There are so many considerations – the safety of
teachers and learners, how to complete the academic year (if at all
possible), future of the matrics, the re-organization of the on-line teaching
space etc. Added to this is the ever changing data and views being aired
with each new day. Once again I appeal to parents and learners to remain
calm, do what is necessary, as best you can, and await the formal
announcements by the DBE and government. I am sure they are looking at
all eventualities, and we will get back to school when the time is “right”. It is
going to be a tough call for government whenever they make the call. The
situation now calls for calm heads, and not rumour mongering, being
negative, playing the blame game and being over emotional. We will get
through this, but the ease at which this is done will depend on team work
and cool heads. Let’s be part of the solution, and not part of the problem.
time. Our teachers are eager to get back into the classroom and assist their
learners, but we need to await official authorization. Be assured that once
we are back at school, our teachers and therapy department will do
whatever is within their power to ensure your child is ready to progress – I
have faith in them and their abilities … please support them at this time.
1. Post 1 June school environment
 The SMT is ready to return to school, but await official confirmation.
However, it seems that not all schools will meet the minimum safety
requirements for SMTs to return. So, until we are given the
authorization, we wait. When the SMT is allowed back, as part of the
phasing in approach, we can then assume that it will not be long after
that, that teachers and certain grades will be phased in.
 Once back the SMT will finalize its SOPs and policies, ensure the
school is cleaned and sanitized and that all safety measures and
PPEs are in place for the return of the teachers, and later the
assigned learners. Besides preparing the school for the return of
teachers and learners, the SMT will also be finalizing changes to the
school day structure to ensure we have the time and resources to
deliver quality teaching and learning at Tafelberg school.

2. Work at home / e-learning
 We understand that some parents and learners are anxious about
their academic program. However, I ask that we approach this
present on-line “teaching” phenomenon with due consideration.
 Firstly, initial data appears to show that only about 20% of learners
have access to the various on-line methods being used by some
teachers. Of those having access to these on-line lessons, only about
30% are using them successfully. Thus, I predict, much of the on-line
work will have to be re-done/reviewed once learners return to school.
 Secondly, the DBE has indicated it will “trim” the Grades 1 – 11
curriculum and SBAs, in order that learners can complete their school
year. This “trimmed” curriculum will only be unveiled on 15 May. Thus
we are hoping that all the work being sent at the moment will not be
cut, because it then has all been in vain. We will send work that we
think is appropriate in content and volume so as not to overwhelm
you and your child. Do not compare us to other schools – all schools
are different and one size does not fit all!
 Thirdly, none of the teachers in SA were trained for the impact of
Covid-19 on education. The suddenness with which the lockdown
and closing of schools at the end of term 1 occurred, also caught
schools off-guard. Schools have done the best they can with what
they have, in order to “teach” their learners on-line. Furthermore, not
all teachers are as proficiency with technology as others. Added to
this there are teachers who cannot afford their own laptop / PC.
 Lastly, some teachers have decided to work in a team, with one
teacher being the lead person for the grade. This does not mean the
other teachers are not involved or do not care about their learners.
 All these issues compound the on-line teaching space. We are doing
our best in the circumstances, and I ask you support your teachers.
They did not ask for this situation, but I can assure you that when
they are back in the classroom no child will be left behind. With your
support and your child’s co-operation, our teachers will ensure your
child is properly prepared for any upcoming assessment.
 PLEASE consult the school website (Academics) to access new work
and the teachers contact details.
 NB : Should you need any help or advice from our Therapy/
Psychologist Department, please check their folders on the school
website, and make contact.

3. Finances
 The Tafelberg family salutes all those parents who continue paying
their school fees in these tough economic times – your commitment
to your child’s education is praiseworthy. Thank you for ensuring that
your school can face the next few months with confidence, and
continue to deliver quality teaching and learning to all our children.
Keep safe, stay healthy and let your children READ.
Thank you for supporting your children and for supporting your school.
God bless.
“Whatever the problem, be part of the solution. Don’t just sit around raising
questions and pointing out obstacles” – T Fey

Mr L E Benecke

Last week’s puzzle : 7
Quiz : This five-letter word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it.

ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERVE

