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Dear parent / guardian
The question has now been answered … learners will begin a phased
return to school as from 1 June. This does not mean that should the
situation worsen, that schools may not once again go into lockdown.
Despite the announcement, there is still some doubt among many people
and organizations regarding the planned opening, and with some merit.
However, we cannot operate in limbo any longer, as it only increases fears
and anxiety. The government had to make a decision, and one way or the
other we would support the decision. As with all things nothing is perfect
and there are matters that still need to be attended by government. For
now, however, we will adhere to the decision announced.
In this regard we are well advanced in our planning to receive our first
learners on 1 June. You can be very proud of your Senior Management
Team at Tafelberg. They have been hard at work drawing up plans and
procedures to make the return to school a success. They have focused on
three main areas, namely health and safety, restructuring the school day
and curriculum delivery and “catch up”. We understand that the best made
plans sometimes fail, and so we will adapt if needs be. Details will be made
available to all parents as soon as they have been approved by the SGB
and District.
I want to assure parents that the plans and procedures were thoroughly
debated, and the procedures and plans produced, meet the needs of our
school, Tafelberg School, and our very special learners. Our learners and
our circumstances must always be our focus. When our children come
back we will orientate them in the new procedures and give them the
social-emotional support they need to be able to mentally prepare for the
rigors of the academic program, and the classroom environment.
I have faith in our staff, and I am confident that soon our children will be
back “in the swing of things.” It will not happen overnight, but I know our
staff, I believe in our children, and I am confident I can count on every
parent to support their teachers and their child in the months to come.
Together we will get through this, and we
must never lose hope … for the sake of
our children.

1. Preparations start at home
Please start preparing your child for a return to school. Your preparations at
home will make the transition easier and less traumatic. If a child is not in a
“good space” when they return, it will impact negatively on their ability to
eventually grapple with the academic program. Their success is in part
going to depend on your input before they return in June:
 Talk to your child – discuss any fears they may have. If you need
help, contact our therapy department for assistance.
 Be positive and give hope – discuss the positives about going back.
 Discuss the importance of practicing social distancing (no contact),
washing hands properly for 20 seconds, wearing the mask properly at
all times, and coughing/sneezing into a tissue or elbow (and to
discard the tissue immediately into a bin.
 Impress on them the importance of using class time properly – enter
to learn. There is no time to waste and denying others in the class a
quality education.
 Ensure they have all their books, stationery etc (no borrowing or
lending of stationery, equipment, books etc will be allowed.
 Plan their school lunches – the tuckshop will NOT be open soon.
 Ensure their uniform is in order, and that those boys that need to
shave, are shaved and neat on the day they return.
 Should you want, you can give your child a small bottle of hand
sanitizer to keep with them during the school day.
Thank you for your assistance in preparing your child for the re-opening of
school. It is greatly appreciated.
2. School preparations
 Our safety plans are in place to screen learners and staff, to clean
and disinfect all classrooms and venues each day, to ensure social
distancing, and to sanitize hands regularly throughout the day.
 The school will provide a branded cloth mask and plastic shield to
each learner and staff member. The WCED will provide an additional
two cloth masks per learner. Please wash the masks regularly. The
plastic face shield will remain at school, and be disinfected each day.

3. Surveys
We will, in the next week, be surveying parents with regards to certain
issues which are very important as a result of the outbreak of the pandemic
and resultant lockdown.
PLEASE complete the survey as soon as possible so that we can finalize
our planning. Without your input we cannot improve. Thank you for your cooperation.
4. Work at home / e-learning
We will be reviewing and improving on the way we deliver on-line/distance
learning opportunities to our learners, once teachers are back at school.
The changes will take effect after 1 June.
 The Junior school and Therapy Department will only use the Class
Dojo platform to post work and communicate messages. Parents will
also be able to message teachers and therapists via the same
platform. A work timetable will be posted via the class story in the
Dojo app on a weekly basis.
 The Junior school will also make hardcopies of work available to be
collected on a weekly basis from school (at an allocated time), should
some parents prefer this.
 The changes to the Senior school method of posting work are still
being discussed, and will be communicated in due course.
5. General
We are fortunate not to have had to compromise on providing safety
equipment, sanitizers and soap, losing any SGB teachers (thus keeping
class sizes small), and the delivery of a quality education in the coming
months, due to the SGB’s handling of the revised budget, and in part
because of parents who are honouring their commitment to pay school
fees. Thank you to all of you, you are making a difference in the lives of all
the children at Tafelberg.

Keep safe, stay healthy and keep your children READING.

God bless.
Once you choose hope, anything’s possible - C Reeve

Mr L E Benecke

Last week’s puzzle : short
Can you solve this rebus?

ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERVE

